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GREAT SUCCESS FOR FIRST EDITION OF EXPORECICLA 2008, INTERNATIONAL FAIR ON INDUSTRIAL RECOVERY AND RECYCLING, WASTE MANAGEMENT AND WASTE-TO-VALUE SYSTEMS
The first edition of ExpoRecicla, International Fair on Industrial Recovery and Recycling, Waste Management and Waste-to-value Systems, has been an unqualified success. 8,008 m2 of exhibition space at Hall 8 of the Zaragoza Trade Fair Center played host to the leading companies, associations and institutions in the sector as well as the latest technology. 
This edition can be classed as the first of a series of events whose objective is to boost technological progress in municipal and industrial waste management, treatment and waste-to value systems. 

ExpoRecicla 2008 stood out above other events of this type due to its highly technical nature as well as its high degree of specialisation and professionalism. It is unique amongst trade fairs in that it integrates the technological, industrial and commercial elements of waste recovery and recycling. The event was born of the need to bring together the leading players and technologies under a single roof, thereby creating a forum designed to address both the current needs of the waste sector and its very promising future.
ExpoRecicla was a great success and this is borne out by the statistics. These confirm the excellent response to the event and its unquestionable international scope: a total of 112 exhibitors, 52 from abroad, mainly from the Recovery and Recycling sector (industrial and municipal waste, paper and cardboard, waste electrical and electronic equipment, farm and forest waste, and end-of-life tyres and vehicles) and also from the Waste Management and Waste-to-value sector.
ExpoRecicla 2008, a comprehensive exhibition of sustainability
ExpoRecicla 2008 was complemented by the simultaneous holding of PowerExpo, International Exhibition on Efficient and Sustainable Energy and EcoBuilding, International Exhibition and Conference on Bioclimatic Architecture, Sustainable Construction and Energy Efficiency in Buildings. Together, these exhibitions focused on all aspects of sustainability. The three fairs boasted a total exhibition space of 46.000 m2, 767 exhibiting enterprises and 15,000 professional visitors.

ExpoRecicla 2008 has more than achieved its objective of showcasing the latest technologies, machinery and systems for waste treatment. Technologies on view included equipment to recover copper from electrical cables, equipment for waste-to-value of municipal waste and tyres and compactors and crushers for recycling scrap metal, to name but a few. It was even possible to see how CDs and DVDs are recycled. 
In addition, a series of Technical Seminars were held to provide in-depth analysis of the most relevant aspects of achieving proper environmental management. 40 prestigious professionals presented papers and enterprises, research centres and public organisations were represented by more than 200 delegates. All this resulted in an event that will not easily be surpassed in the future. 

RDFs and Co-combustion of Solid Bio-fuels 

With respect to Energy Recovery, Wednesday 24 September saw the holding of the Seminar, Techniques and Applications for Appropriate Waste Preparation and Waste-to-Energy (Refuse Derived Fuels – RDFs - and Co-combustion of Solid Bio-fuels), sponsored by GRUPO SPR. This seminar brought together all agents involved in waste-to-energy for the first time. Throughout the seminar, the latest relevant issues were analysed and there were three round table sessions on matters of great interest to the sector.
Subsequently, the first Round Table session to discuss the Waste-to-Energy Process in Cement Ovens was held. The cement sector is amongst the most advanced in this respect because its facilities allow for the controlled combustion of “waste from waste”. During the presentations, possible ways to conserve natural resources and manage waste were put forward. Specific examples of the use of RDFs in cement factories were also presented. 
Later, there was an interesting session on the Co-combustion of Solid Bio-fuels. The Renewable Energies Plan (Plan de Energías Renovables) takes the view that this as a growing and necessary process in terms of attaining objectives related to electricity generation from biomass. The Seminar culminated in a debate on New trends in treatment and preparation systems for RDFs or solid bio-fuels. This focused on the preparation of waste from waste for the purposes of waste-to-energy, a complex task requiring advanced technology and free-flowing communication between technological specialists and waste-to-value enterprises. 
Recovery of Plastics and WEEE Management
On September 25, the morning session of the Technical Seminar, sponsored by CICLOPLAST, focused on Applications and New Technologies to boost innovation in the recycling and waste-to-value of Plastics on an international level. During this session, great interest was centred on the Belgian System, the recycling of PVC generated by the construction sector and the Cicloplast Study on end markets for recycled plastics in the United States and Europe. There was also an analysis by type at national level of the recycling of waste from agricultural plastics and new end markets for such materials. 
The Spanish Association of Paper and Cardboard Recycling Companies (Asociación Española de Recuperadores de Papel y Cartón - REPACAR) also availed of the opportunity to give a presentation on paper recovery.

The afternoon session on September 25, sponsored by the Fundación ECOLEC, featured papers on Reverse Logistics in Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE). One of the key points discussed was the role of local entities as temporary storage centres for WEEE. 
The Technical Seminar on Friday September 26 concentrated on Waste Recovery and Recycling. A Multi-Sectoral Round Table Session carried out an analysis of the sector from both technical and commercial perspectives. This session, sponsored by ECOEMBES, concentrated on the recycling company and the difficulties associated with the collection of less common wastes. 
Current importance of recycling
Recovery, recycling and waste-to-value of industrial waste are of the utmost importance to the society in which we live. Progress in these fields is vital for the environment and the achievement of legitimate waste management, through the creation of awareness and the use of available technology. 
Thanks to the initiatives and pooling of ideas of companies, associations and institutions participating at ExpoRecicla 2008, some progress has already been made and a new point of reference has been established for the recovery and recycling sector.
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