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GRUPO ZIV INTRODUCES ITS SOLUTIONS 
FOR TRANSFORMING CURRENT GRIDS INTO SMARTGRIDS
Grupo ZIV has introduced its solutions to facilitate the rapid upgrading of current grids to SmartGrids. 100 professionals from the power sector attended the seminar “Making the SmartGrid Real. Distribution Grids. ZIV Solutions”.

ZIV, Aplicaciones y Tecnología S.L., leading company in the areas of protection, control, metering and communications for the electric power sector, presented its SmartGrid solutions at the seminar “Making the SmartGrid Real. Distribution Grids. ZIV Solutions”. The event took place on November 11th at the Hotel Pullman in Madrid.
More than 100 power-sector professionals attended, representing electric utility companies, power engineering and consultancy companies, railway, subway and airport operators and large consumers. 

A new power-sector scenario
ZIV chairman, Norberto Santiago, welcomed the large group of power-grid technical experts and inaugurated the seminar with a dissertation entitled “Our vision on the process towards the SmartGrid”. Mr. Santiago made reference to the profound and rapid changes in the power sector worldwide, changes destined to give rise to “a new energy era in which the electrical power sector will play the leading role”. 

The main challenge in this new scenario will be the convergence of power and communications infrastructures, both in terms of meeting quality requirements and achieving efficiency targets in line with the economic environment.
“It will be a difficult process, warned Mr. Santiago. It will be some time before the new facilities are up and running. They will come into operation step by step and will have to co-exist with the old facilities. Achieving total automation will require significant investment in R&D&i to enable the rapid and flexible implementation of the new tools and systems.” 

Finally, he pointed out that ZIV’s role was to facilitate progress towards automation, by helping distribution companies in grid modernisation, talking to these companies in order to identify their difficulties and providing them with “the most advanced technologies and customised solutions to tackle specific problems and needs.”  

During the seminar, different ZIV experts outlined the solutions developed by the company to help clients make the migration from current grids to SmartGrids. ZIV offers solutions for the transformation of low, medium and high voltage grids as well as advanced equipment based on reliable, two-way, adaptable communications networks. In addition, the company designs and installs customised and turnkey solutions for the implementation of intelligent, efficient and secure grid management.
The following papers were presented at the seminar: 

· AMI. The first step towards the grid of the future. Supervision and automation of the Low-Voltage Grid 

· Supervision and Automation of the Medium-Voltage Grid
· Power-grid communications, standards and security
· PLC communications through the Medium Voltage Grid
· ZIV Turnkey Solutions. 

The seminar was followed by an interesting colloquium on the different issues, in which those present exchanged knowledge and ideas in an informal manner. 

SmartGrids, essential to sustainable energy
The development of SmartGrids will represent an advance in terms of efficiency and security. SmartGrids will open the door to different possibilities within the grid, thereby making it flexible and accessible for all sources of power generation.  

The political decision to implement SmartGrids has already been taken and the different administrative authorities are drawing up laws and initiatives to facilitate the process. The EU aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 20% and increase energy produced from renewable sources by the same percentage between now and 2020. The European Commission has recently promoted the use of intelligent meters, with a view to reducing household energy consumption by up to 10%. 

ZIV, SOLUTIONS IN INNOVATION, QUALITY AND SERVICE
ZIV, Aplicaciones y Tecnología S.L. is a leading company specialising in the design and manufacture of digital equipment and systems for protection, control, metering and communications for power networks. These solutions have their application in power generation facilities and in the transmission and distribution of electrical energy, as well as in related Engineering, Services and System Integration. 

In the last year, the ZIV group has invested more than €8 million in R&D&i. The group is made up of the following companies: ZIV P+C, ZIV MEDIDA, INTEKIA, µSYSCOM and DIMAT, and these enterprises employ about 400 highly qualified professionals. 

ZIV’s headquarters is located in Vizcaya (Northern Spain) and the group has offices in Madrid, Barcelona and Seville. ZIV has subsidiaries in Brazil and the United states, offices in Dubai, Singapore and Moscow, as well as distributors in over 50 countries.
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