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SMAGUA 2008 
INTERVIEW WITH ROQUE GISTAU 
CHAIRMAN OF THE SMAGUA ORGANISATION COMMITTEE
From 11th to 14th March 2008, the Zaragoza Trade Fair Centre will host the 18th SMAGUA, the International Water Conference and the 8th Environment Conference. SMAGUA is currently the leading international conference for the water and environment industries and all related sectors. 
Three months away from this new Conference, the Chairman of the Organisation Committee, Roque Gistau, answers our questions about the trade fair and the special moment that the sector is experiencing. 
You joined the SMAGUA Organisation Committee when it was last held in 2006. What has the experience been like and what do you think of the results since then? 
It has been a satisfactory experience in all of the senses. When things are going well and targets are more than being fulfilled, and in addition the sector is showing complete interest and support, one can only feel satisfied. The numbers talk for themselves: with a total 1,567 exhibitors, 66,000 metres squared of exhibition area and almost 29,000 visitors, the trade fair was a true success. 
Is SMAGUA becoming more international?
SMAGUA is a European point of reference. This is proven by the fact that last year participation from foreign companies grew by 30%, a considerable amount if we consider that in previous years they represented almost half of the participants.  Of course, recently the competition revalidated its international status, an express acknowledgment from the Ministry for Industry, Tourism and trade. To achieve this, a series of requirement must be met in terms of surface area, number of Spanish and foreign exhibitors, type of expert visitors and unanimous support from the sector.
What sets SMAGUA apart from the rest of the competitions of its kind?
I would highlight its high level both technologically speaking, with a large number of innovations unveiled each year, and commercially, as shown by the increasingly high participation from entrepreneurs. SMAGUA represents a commitment to water-related technology, a technological showcase, an international business platform and a place to transfer and share technological breakthroughs and research regarding comprehensive water management.
The SMAGUA technology conferences have become very prestigious. Could you tell us something in this regard?
This year, 2008, will go into the reuse of treated waste water in detail, among other topics. This is a field with a great deal of potential, which is able to provide an answer to the general shortage of water resources for specific uses. At the conferences, the technological and legal aspects will be dealt with, with practical experiments, techniques, uses and applications, and analysis of the present and future of this activity. 
In your opinion, in our country what are the unresolved matters regarding water?
I think that water management needs to be organised. In Spain we have too many agents. The system needs to be simplified and more room given to innovation and the search for solutions for a truly comprehensive and sustainable management of this resource.
Do you think we will fulfil the European Water Quality Framework Directive?
Water drainage, supply and treatment plans are multiplying throughout Spain. Last year the national Water Quality Plan 2007 2015 was launched, which aims to cover the shortage of treatment plants in many Spanish towns and cities. The systems, technology and will are there. If the issue of funding can be resolved then we will no doubt meet our obligations with Europe. 
How do you think the issue of funding is going to be resolved?
The Ministry is only going to defray 32% of the almost 20,000 millions euros of investment that the Plan requires. In light of the level of debt that many autonomous regions find themselves in, the private sector will have to provide the funding, by way of concession, as is currently the case with transport and desalination plants, to name but two.
Does R&D in the field of water receive enough backing in our country?
On this matter all of the resources are scarce, since innovation depends largely on the progress and survival of any activity. Having said that, more recent water policies seem to have been considered with that approach, and the aforementioned Water Quality Plan includes budget entries of around 28 million euros until 2009 to subsidise research into water drainage, treatment and quality.
As the highest person in charge of Expo 2008, can you explain the existing relationship between the international exhibition and the trade fair?
Obviously, both events have the same objective, water and its management, and the same tool to fulfil this, i.e. the search for the best technology available to achieve optimum water management. The Expo has set up some links and synergies with SMAGUA since its beginnings, and in fact, as part of its promotional activity regarding leading trade fairs, the Expo will also be present in March at SMAGUA 2008. 
What are the expectations for SMAGUA 2008?
At the moment, SMAGUA is the best sectoral offer that exists in terms of water and the environment. It is a conference with a great deal of experience, with sustained growth and that deals with an industry in turmoil.  Due to this combination of factors, the forecasts for this year, 2008, could not be more optimistic, and growth between 18 and 20% in terms of company participation is expected. As regards visitors, we will have to wait for the final figures, but I would dare say they will exceed 30,000. 
How do you view the future of the sector that SMAGUA deals with?
It is a bright future, with large growth potential and huge internationalisation opportunities for the companies in the sector. Our country leads the market in many water management-related technologies, such as desalination techniques and water treatment. The sector is likely to continue to grow at a fast pace over the next decade. 
Finally, a word to all of the participants at SMAGUA 2008?
I would like to thank them for their support and congratulate them on their decision, because SMAGUA is one of the elements that has the most optimistic outlook for the future and for progress for the growth of companies and promotion of international exchanges. This year will go down in history. The leading companies and brands in the sector will get together in an unbeatable setting to launch their products and innovations, with 100% guarantee of success.
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