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EXCELLENT RECEPTION FOR SIMA MACHINERY AT BATIMATEC 2011

SIMA enjoyed great success at the latest edition of Batimatec, where the company showcased its products, held demonstrations and made contacts with firms interested in acting as distributors in the region. The range of rebar cutting and bending machines and the new Trencher 60/70 floor saw were amongst the outstanding products at the Algerian trade fair.  

Following the good results obtained at Smopyc 2011, SIMA’s next step was to participate at Batimatec 2011, the 14th edition of the International Exhibition of Building Materials, Construction and Public Works, which took place at the Palais des Expositions Pins Maritimes de Argel (Algeria) from the 9th to the 13th of May. 

At Smopyc, the Granada-based company had already entered into international agreements, which included contracts with Maghreb countries. At Batimatec, SIMA continued the internationalisation process with a dual objective: to promote its products in the north of Africa and to support its existing dealers in the region. 

Alexis Morales Cantón, France and North-West Africa Regional Manager at SIMA, attended Batimatec to witness the fair first-hand. He points out that, “one of our main objectives was to find new distributors in areas where we are not represented, mainly in the south and west of Algeria. We are satisfied because, during the fair, we received confirmation of orders and were in contact with a number of potential dealers”. As in other international markets, SIMA’s sales strategy in Algeria is based on the creation of a strong distribution network, “because we want every end user of our machines to have quality after sales service and the technical service of our distributor close at hand” adds Mr. Morales. 

SIMA machines make a big impression at Batimatec 2011

The SIMA stand was amongst the busiest at Batimatec and SIMA was one of the few companies to carry out live demonstrations of its products. These demos caught the attention of visiting professionals in no uncertain manner. SIMA also received the visits of some distinguished guests, including the Algerian Minister of Labour, Employment and Social Security, Mr. Tayeb Louh, and the Spanish ambassador to Algeria, Mr. Gabriel Busquets Aparicio, both of whom availed of the opportunity to enjoy a closer look at the company’s most innovative products. 
According to Alexis Morales “rebar and concrete power trowels stand out as the products in this market with the highest demand. Our products were very well received, especially the range of rebar bending and cutting machines and the Trencher floor saw, which is an innovative model at worldwide level”. This is hardly surprising, given that the SIMA range of rebar tools, material cutters and surface treatment machines is amongst the most comprehensive on the market. An example is one of SIMA’s latest products, the Trencher, which enjoyed great success both at Bauma, where it was launched, and subsequently at Smopyc. This innovative asphalt saw has a double blade, which enables parallel cuts to be executed in a single run and cutting widths to be regulated. It has autonomy of up to 30 minutes, which is the longest of any model on the market, and maintenance requirements are minimal. These unique features, along with its power, reliability and advanced technology make it a safe bet for professionals.  
SIMA, a highly rated brand in Algeria
Algeria is a priority market for SIMA because the country is immersed in a transformation process involving numerous housing projects and the construction of important infrastructures. Though the company has only recently entered the region, it already has an excellent reputation due to the high quality of its products. As Alexis Morales points out: “this is a market historically governed by price that is now evolving towards a preference for reliable, quality products, something that clearly favours SIMA” 

The Algerian construction machinery market is currently very dynamic. SIMA already has one dealer, SARL CARF, based in the city of Bejaia in the north of the Algeria. The SARF CARL Managing Director, Abderrahim Chikhoune, was also at Batimatec and he explained that, “prospects in the sector are very good and our figures are improving every year”. SIMA products have been well received by SARL CARF clients, who value their quality and reliability, product assembly and service, the wide product range and the fact that these products are manufactured by SIMA itself. With respect to the highest-selling product, Mr. Chikhoune says that “the rebar range is the most successful because the country is now equipping itself with this type of product”. 

Mr. Chikhoune, who knows this market very well, feels that quality is the main value associated with the SIMA brand. He points out that, “SIMA has an image of quality in the market, an image of a true manufacturer. People who understand this type of product are extremely demanding, which is why, when I considered SIMA as a potential supplier, I visited the factory to witness the excellent manufacturing standards for myself. Not all suppliers allow such free access to their facilities…”. Speaking of his relationship with SIMA, Abderrahim Chikhoune says that he feels “very comfortable as a distributor, with a good, close, direct and productive relationship”.
About Batimatec

Batimatec is the leading trade fair in Algeria and northern Africa for the construction equipment and materials sector. It is promoted by the Ministry of Housing and Town Planning, which has drawn up a Five-Year Plan for the period 2010-2014. The main objective of this plan is the construction of new housing and the improvement of existing housing. The previous edition of Batimatec featured 800 exhibitors, 350 of which were international companies. According to the organisers, the 2010 edition occupied a total surface area of 40,000 m2 and was attended by 25,000 visitors.  

GRUPO SIMA: Innovation and service
SIMA, S.A. is a family owned group of companies founded in Granada in southern Spain. The company has 40 years of experience in the design and production of light construction machinery. It is the market leader in Spain and is amongst the three leading European manufacturers. It has an annual production capacity of over 25,000 units, including building material cutters, pavement and surface treatment machines and rebar cutting and bending machines. SIMA has a total manufacturing area of 30,000 m2 and the company employs 120 people.

Its professional export sales team enables SIMA to export 50% of its production to 52 different countries worldwide. The main competitive advantages of this innovative group are: the high quality of its products, constant innovation, and excellent customer service.
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