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THE TILE SECTOR IN CENTRAL SPAIN

ALSO GOES WITH PRADO STRUCTURES

Madrid, Toledo and Guadalajara are home to some of the most important tile companies that have opted for PRADO structures to carry out their activity. The ceramics companies in Central Spain that have chosen PRADO to build warehouses and production centres include Porcelanosa, Cerámica La Oliva, Palautec and Azulejos Brihuega. 
Although more than 90% of Spanish ceramics companies are based in the Levante region, Central Spain is also an important hub for the tile industry, especially in the Guadalajara, Toledo and Madrid provinces. In these provinces PRADO in recent years PRADO has built facilities for some of the leading companies in this strategic sector in Spain, which is ranked in the top ten producing countries in the world. 
A few of the companies that have placed their trust in Prado to build their warehouses and production centres are Porcelanosa in Madrid, Cerámicas la Oliva in Toledo, and Palautec and Azulejos Brihuega in Guadalajara. There are many reasons for their choice. In the case of warehouses, PRADO structures provide large clearance and height, which make it easier to move goods and allows for a large storage capacity. As for production plants, apart from the above, PRADO’s experience and work method and the close collaboration between its technical department and the customer’s technical department play an important role, allowing the project to almost be custom designed. PRADO has extensive experience in the tile sector, both in Central Spain and the Levante region. According to company sources, its main strategy is based on “adapting our product and equipment to the customer's needs and providing solutions for all kinds of technical proposals and requirements in this sector. Apart from the foregoing, the quick installation times that we offer are an extra appeal for this type of major project”.
More than 25,000 m2 of warehouses and ceramics factories in Madrid and Toledo

In the Madrid province, at the La Laguna industrial estate in Leganés Porcelanosa’s logistics platform was built. This is used to distribute the company’s products in the Madrid region. It is a 15,800 m2 warehouse that PRADO undertook in conjunction with the acclaimed engineering and construction company GSE, which specialises in carrying out turnkey projects. PRADO built and assembled this building in a record 5 months. The main features of the structure, which consists of 3 buildings, are its large clearance and height, allowing pallets to be stockpiled, and the large 10 long by 83 m wide overhang on one of the building fronts in the loading, manufacturing and assembly area. 
The three buildings are joined to each other with an “LF” layout. The columns have varying cross sections articulated at the base, with a width of 100 m wide, length of 150 m and total height, including the balustrade, of 15 m. The roof enclosures are sandwich panels formed “in-situ”, consisting of an outer pre-painted galvanised sheet 0.6 mm thick, separation sheets, fibre glass insulation and inner pre-painted galvanised sheet 0.5 mm thick. On the ridge of the building there are 30 glass roofs, 14 m long by 3 m wide, 18 of which include a traffic-bearing area, which is opened by an electric motor and has a rain sensor to shut it. There are also 20 skylights and a split dome cover made from methacrylate. The façade enclosures are formed by micro-ribbed panels positioned horizontally on a 2.35 m wall. This panel consists of an outside pre-painted galvanised sheet, 0.7 mm thick, filled with polyurethane insulation, 50 mm thick, and an inside pre-painted galvanized sheet, 0.5 mm thick.
In Toledo, PRADO has also been responsible for designing, manufacturing and assembling the facilities for Cerámica La Oliva, S.A. based on the town of Pantoja. At this plant, which measures almost 18,000 m2, the company produces 150,000 tons a year of curved ceramic roof tiles. The whole project was completed in 5 months. PRADO’s custom-designed construction solutions were clear in this project, since it supplied the structures exclusively. These Cerámica La Oliva production facilities include three metal structured for three annexed buildings, with an LF layout and with a gabled roof. The three buildings total a 17,483 m2 surface area used for storing raw materials and for production.  The central building, 50.88 m wide by 212 m long, is the largest of the three, with a 10,787 m2 surface area. The next largest building is used to store soil, measuring 4,320 m2 and 14 m tall, and finally there is the building for milling activities, 2,376 m2 and 18.5 m tall. The partition walls are start from a 5 m-tall base wall, except the partition between the soil storage building and the milling building, where the base wall is 8 m tall.
PRADO structures for tile companies in Guadalajara 

Azulejos Brihuega and Palautec are the leading ceramics companies in the Guadalajara region. They are also PRADO clients. Azulejos Brihuega is a loyal client. Since 2003 it has used PRADO structures to enlarge its facilities, achieving 7,200 m2 of built area among three buildings. Two of the three facilities were built in Brihuega and the most recent in Torija, also in the Guadalajara province. In the first case, the special feature of these works is that both PRADO buildings are annexed to an old building that was already standing. Once they were completely joined to this building the facility could operate as one warehouse. The project only took 6 months in spite of the problems involved in joining the structures to the existing building. One of the buildings has an LF layout with a hipped roof, with outer pillars that have a varying cross section and a middle column. It is 5,786 m2, 52.6 m wide by 110 m long and 8.3 m tall. The second building, 1,218 m2, has a LF-1 layout with a flat roof, with a side overhang that has a varying width ranging from 3.2 to 4 m. The roof and side enclosures of both buildings are 0.5 mm thick with a 10% natural light panel surface area.
The main feature of the third, new building for Azulejos Brihuega, recently built in Torija, is its design. It is an “ER2” industrial building with straight, built-in columns, a gabled roof and a middle pillar, including an office building joined onto one of the fronts, 15 m wide by 23 m long. The building measures 30.2 m wide, 41.8 m long and 13.9 m tall. The total roof surface is 1,607 m2. It includes a mezzanine structure formed by pillars and wooden beams that form a slab that can bear a total load of 1,550 kg/m², with an approximate floor surface of 1,277 m² There is a second mezzanine structure with an approximate floor surface area of 345 m², which forms a two-storey office building, plus a traffic-bearing roof for a total load of 850 kg/m². The roof enclosures are made from an outer pre-painted galvanised sheet 0.6 mm thick, an inner pre-painted galvanised sheet 0.5 mm thick, and lightweight rock wool felt insulation, 600 m thick, with a 10% natural light panel surface area. The enclosures made from 0.6 mm-thick pre-painted galvanised sheets are placed on a brick wall 2 m tall, except on the office building façades where they are brick wall in their entirety. 
Another of PRADO’s main buildings is also in the Guadalajara province, in the town of Chiloeches, with an 11,400 m2 surface area. This is a plant for Palautec (formerly Palau Tecnología Cerámica, S.A.), a leading company that manufactures bare ceramic bricks and clinker. In this case two structures were built: one for furnaces and drying and a silo building. The furnaces and drying building has an MF layout with middle columns and it is 9,958 m2 (56.78 m wide by 200.78 m long), while the silo building has an open-plan LF layout, without middle columns, with a 1,441 m2 surface area and 16.28 m eave height (28.39 m wide by 50.78 m long). In these buildings the roof enclosures are made from pre-painted galvanised sheets, 0.6 mm thick and fibre glass insulation, 80 mm thick, with a 10% natural light panel surface area. The side enclosures are pre-painted galvanised sheets, 0.5 mm thick, placed on base walls with different heights. In the silo building they are placed on a base wall 5.3 m tall. In the furnace and drying building and on the side façade of the drying building, the enclosures start from a 3 m height along a length of 134 m, and the rest on a 5.3 m tall wall, while the side façade of the furnace building starts at a 2.2 m height. On the end main wall, the base wall is 6 m tall and on the end back wall it is 7 m tall. The partition walls between buildings are also PRADO, as are all of the necessary finishes.
PRADO Transformados Metálicos, S.A. 
PRADO Transformados Metálicos, S.A. tiene su sede central en Madrid, sus fábricas en Munguía (Vizcaya) y Ponferrada (León), y oficinas en las principales comunidades: Cataluña, Madrid, Valencia y Andalucía. En la actualidad está presente en más de 25 países a través de una extensa red comercial. Con casi cien años de historia, la empresa cuenta hoy un capital social de 6 millones de euros y es líder internacional en la fabricación de naves y silos metálicos. Su posición de cabeza en el mercado mundial de transformados metálicos se apoya en la innovación y la calidad, tanto de las materias primas utilizadas como de los procesos productivos, para lo que cuenta con un departamento de I+D altamente cualificado y un equipo humano de 228 trabajadores que desarrollan su actividad en los más de 60.000 m2 de instalaciones. 
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