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THE FIRST EXPORECICLA TRADE FAIR,
SPECIALISING IN WASTE MANAGEMENT AND WASTE-TO-VALUE SYSTEMS,
 INDUSTRIAL RECYCLING, AND WASTE RECOVERY
From 24 to 26 September 2008, the Saragossa Expo Centre will host the first edition of ExpoRecicla, International Exhibition for Industrial Recovery and Recycling, Waste Management and Waste-to-Value Systems.
ExpoRecicla has been organised to promote waste management and recycling as a strategy for sustainable development, to spread technological know-how, and to bring together the most important companies in the sector.
From 24 to 26 September 2008, the first edition of ExpoRecicla, International Exhibition for Industrial Recovery and Recycling, Waste Management and Waste-to-Value Systems will be held at the Saragossa Expo Centre. ExpoRecicla is being billed as a unique chance to bring together professionals from the recycling sector in a specialized and specifically-targeted technical exhibition. This new trade fair is clearly different from other events that provide a more general focus on the subject, without considering the phases of the recycling process.
The first edition of ExpoRecicla will be installed in Pavilion 2 of the Saragossa Expo Centre. Organizers expect more than 100 direct exhibitors and 5,000 professional visitors.
ExpoRecicla is being held simultaneously with PowerExpo+2008, the International Trade Fair for Efficient and Sustainable Energy, and EcoBuilding, the International Trade Fair and Conference on Bio-Climatic Architecture, Sustainable Construction, and Energy Efficiency in Building Construction, allowing the events, which are all firmly centred around the theme of sustainability, to complement each other.
Why ExpoRecicla?
ExpoRecicla has been organized to address the recycling sector’s need for a platform from which to bring ideas together. The expo is based on the EC Directives and national and regional regulations, care for the environment, technological innovation in waste processing, and the economic aspects of waste recovery. 

The event has three basic goals.  First, it is intended to increase awareness of the need for waste recovery, recycling, and waste-to-value processes for industrial waste. Second, to extend the knowledge of existing technologies, providing examples of installations created for this purpose. And finally, the trade fair will bring together all of the agents involved in the sector to promote the development of the sector and potential commercial opportunities.
ExpoRecicla’s organizers will encourage participation of the sector’s professionals and technical experts at the national and international levels. Saragossa will become the meeting point for waste recovery companies, executives and technical experts from treatment centres and companies, technical experts in waste-to-value systems, authorized waste-treatment companies, waste-management supervisors in the industry, and representatives from official organizations and institutions responsible for environmental management.
Expo Sectors
ExpoRecicla 2008 will focus mainly on recovery and recycling, and on waste management and waste-to-value systems.
Recovery and recycling
· Urban Waste 

· Sludge from Wastewater Treatment Plants 

· End-of-Life Vehicles (ELV) 

· End-of-Life Tires (ELT) 

· Waste Electronic and Electrical Equipment (WEEE) 

· Livestock waste (slurry) 

· Agricultural and Forestry Waste 

· Paper and Cardboard 

· Industrial Waste 

· Medical Waste 

Management and Waste-to-Value
· Classification and pre-treatment 

· Physical treatments: shredding 

· Biological treatments
· Composting
· Bio-methanisation 
· Heat treatments 

· Pyrolysis 

· Gasification 

· Incineration 

· Thermal plasma treatment 

· Heat drying 
· Waste-to-value of landfill biogas 
Current outlook
For almost the last two decades, there has been a glaring increase in the amount of urban waste generated in Spain.  While it is true that increased selective collection and incineration with energy recovery are progressive decreasing the amount of waste sent to the landfill, the awareness of the matter is still falling short. One of the biggest problems is caused by methane, a greenhouse gas much more potent than CO2 generated by the decomposition of products in landfills. Today, most large cities have methane extraction or bio-methanisation plants, but there is still much to be done in rural areas, and there are hundreds of landfills for urban wastes that receive no treatment at all.
National Integrated Waste Plan
European legislation is very complete and there are currently Directives aimed at each type of waste. In connection with this, at the beginning of 2007, the Ministry of the Environment presented the National Integrated Waste Plan, which will be applied between 2007 and 2015.
The NIWP includes specific plans and documents for each type of waste: National Urban Waste Plan, National End-of-Life Vehicles Plan, National End-of-Life Tires Plan, National Waste Electronic and Electrical Equipment Plan, etc.
The plan’s main goals are to reduce greenhouse gases generated by waste, promote the “usage of the materials contained in them, as well the bio-methanisation and recovery of biogas in landfills” and usage of the energy generated by forestry, agro-industrial, and agricultural wastes. In short, reducing the amount of urban waste that is generated in Spain, and improving its management.
The measures that will be adopted to achieve these objectives are very varied, including, among others: the launch of public-awareness campaigns to reduce household waste; promotion of the use of eco-packaging, and incentives to accelerate local and regional plans in area of controlled landfills (bio-methanisation and biogas recovery).
Aragon: a pioneer in recycling
The region of Aragon is on the cutting-edge of recycling. Several factors related to the intense industrial activity in this region contribute to this, including:
·  The significant presence of the paper industry, one of the industries with the highest rates of recycling, which is used to obtain raw materials.
·  The presence of the Recycling Technological Park Lopez Soriano, one of the most complete and advanced installations for treatment and waste-to-value processing of many types of wastes.
·  The strength of the Saragossa Logistics Platform, PLAZA, which plays an important role in “inverse logistics”, which is in turn an essential link in the recovery and recycling chain of certain types of wastes such as WEEE.
Please include this event in your Agenda section. Thank you.
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